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Deciding which animal or plant is which 

Key Features 
to distinguish 
between 
animals 

 Invertebrate or 
Vertebrate 

 Mammal/Reptile/Fish/ 
Amphibian/Bird 

 Colour 

 Length 

 Number of legs 

 Number of body 
segments 

 Distinguishing features 

 Habitat 

Key Features 
to distinguish 
between 
plants 

 Flowering or Non-
Flowering 

 Grass/cereal/garden 
shrub/deciduous/algae/ 

 Colour 

 Height 

 Number of flowers 

 Fruit bearing or not 

 Distinguishing features 

 Usual location 

 
 

 

Vocabulary Definition 

Taxonomy The part of science focused on 
classification 

Classification Grouping something using its 
features. 

Distinguish Recognise a difference 
 

 

Carl Linnaeus 

 Born in Sweden on 23rd May 1707 

 A leading light in the field of Taxonomy 

 Famous for developing the first system 

to classify animals effectively. 


